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Project Overview

They called for the dead... and the dead called back.
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A playful attempt to contact the dead opens a door that should have remained closed.
A confined overnight gathering that becomes a supernatural trap for the living and the dead.

Atmospheric, character-led and increasingly claustrophobic, with practical horror imagery at its centre.
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Logline & Synopsis

A group of friends reunite for a night of fun and attempt to contact the dead. When their
experiment finally works, the angry spirits they awaken turn the gathering into a fight for
survival.

A group of friends reunite for an evening together and decide to experiment with contacting the dead. This
time, something answers. The spirits they awaken are angry, and the night becomes a desperate struggle to
survive what they have invited in.

Robert and Susan arrive at Olivia's home for a night of entertainment, laughter and seemingly harmless
experiments in spirit communication. Susan and Olivia have always believed that the dead remain close,
lingering beyond sight and waiting to be heard. Robert plays along, treating each seance as harmless theatre
with no real consequences.

They have tried before—Ouija boards, questions spoken into darkened rooms and invitations that went
unanswered. This time, they cross a line. What responds is not one spirit, but many: screaming, grieving and
furious souls bound together by violent deaths. Among them lurks something more dangerous, a malevolent
presence that feeds on fear.

The gathering place becomes a prison as the dead begin to bleed into the world of the living. Robert's disbelief
becomes meaningless, Susan's faith turns to guilt and Olivia begins to understand the true cost of what she
has invited in. Escape is their only option—because if they fail, they will become part of what answered the
call.
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Creative Vision

They Answered began with a short film [ made for fun during the COVID lockdown. I kept returning to
the premise, expanding and rewriting it until it grew beyond the original piece and became a feature film
with its own identity.

At its centre is a deceptively simple question: what happens when people who desperately want proof of
the afterlife finally receive it? The characters do not summon one neat, communicative ghost. They
breach a boundary and are confronted by many spirits, each carrying the terror and violence of their
death.

The story is designed to build through atmosphere, confinement and the gradual collapse of certainty.
Robert, Susan and Olivia enter the night with different beliefs, but those differences offer no protection
once the dead begin to appear. Their reactions—disbelief, guilt and responsibility—give the
supernatural events an emotional foundation.

The intention is to create an intimate supernatural horror film in which practical imagery and
performance lead the tension. The spirits are not simply monsters; they are remnants of unfinished
suffering, while the Man in the Fedora represents the darker force moving among them.
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About the Filmmaker

Madeline McQueen is a UK-based actress, writer, director and producer whose work spans screen, voice performance
and immersive theatre. Trained at Rose Bruford College, she is also a published author with a multidisciplinary approach

to performance and storytelling.

Her creative work is rooted in horror, thriller and paranormal storytelling, while also incorporating comedy and fantasy.
She wrote, directed and produced her first feature film, The Hitchhiker's Project, and has continued developing original

projects across feature films, short films and television.

A Beyond Realms production in association with LST Studios.
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